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Reel Seats — Another Approach
Text and photos by Doug Daniel

One of several things that keeps me tuned in are
Joe Arguello's contributions, and his reel seat tu-
torial was no exception - excellent in both photos
and text. Keep 'em coming Joe!!

I use a little different path to turning out my own
fillers - not better, just different, and it uses two
dedicated tools.

The first is a self-centering vise, sold by Penn
State Industries, which clamps to my drill press.
It allows me to easily drill on center, no matter
the size of the wood blank. Let me show you.

This is the vise clamped and ready to drill:

PAGE 62

To set up, first you close the vise on your drill
bit:

Then clamp the vise, open the jaws, insert your
blank, close and it's centered, every time. | buy
my blanks on the Internet and they come in all
sizes, and this vise keeps that thru-hole right
down the middle, slick and easy. And because
the travel on my 8" drill press is so short, | can
drill, flip the blank over, and center drill to
complete from the other side:

Drilling the blank as the first step allows me to
mount it onto a mandrel (another tool from
(Continued on page 63)
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Penn State, used by pen makers) for turning on  Bob's jig holds the filler securely as it passes by

my lathe: the fingernail bit:

After bringing the blank into round using a
chisel, I use a cutting tool in a holder, like Joe, Another view of the mortised filler held in the
until it is just barely oversize, and sandpaper to  jig:

my final width:
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Next, the reel seat filler goes into one of Bob  This spalted maple filler is ready to sand and

Venneri's mortising jigs. | have clamped a finish, and then it will wait until the next set of

straight edge onto my router table as a fence, and  split strips finally takes shape as a quad or hex,
and the filler becomes the part of a rod upon
which hangs a reel, and hope....
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experience are just
a click away...
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We're on the Web!
www.powerfibers.com

Power Fibers is an online magazine that is dedicated to all things
related to bamboo rodmaking and fishing. We welcome submis-
sions of material from you, the readers. Submissions can be for
rodmaking techniques, maker interviews, product reviews, book
reviews, tapers, bamboo fishing stories or fly patterns and how to
fish them. Please visit our web site and go to the “Write for Us” link

for more information about submitting articles for the magazine.

Visit Our Web Site to get your

official Power Fibers hat. Just $22, shipping included.

We also offer custom rod bags and rod tube travel bags.
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