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It seems like at this time every year, I’m looking for-
ward to getting out fishing for the first time.  Well, 
this year is no different.  This year, I’m looking for 
some new water, closer to home.  I’ve seen some 
polls on a couple of the boards asking visitors if the 
economic situation has changed fishing habits or not.  
This is part of the reason why I’m looking for some-
thing a little closer.  I live about 2 hours south of the 
Pere Marquette River in Michigan and I’ve fished a 
tributary of the P.M. as long as I can remember.  I’m 
going to be doing some exploring this summer!  
Probably looking at the Rogue and the White which 
are a little bit closer to home.   
 

I’m always interested when I see people that can 
make their own tools.  Personally, I don’t have many 
of the skills needed to be able to do this, so part of the 
interest is the awe that I have looking at what other 
people are able to do.  We have a few examples of 
this in this issue.  The first example of this is the 
product review of the Forrest Maxwell Roughing 
Beveler.  Forrest has taken a tried and true design and 
made it his own.  Forrest is also working on adding 
the ability to taper with his beveler. The second ex-
ample is the binding article written by Dennis Ber-
tram.  Dennis has come up with a two string binder 
that is similar to other binders, but a little bit differ-
ent.  The last example is the article about making 
your own wooden plane by Ron Petley.  If you’ve 
ever admired one of these tools, here’s your chance to 
look at the construction and make one of your own! 
 

I hope you all enjoy the upcoming fishing season.  
When you’re on the water, take some time just 
watching the water flow by, here the riffles and gur-
gles of the current and the sounds of the woods 
around you.  I know when I was younger, a lot of 
these things would go by the wayside in the pursuit of 
catching fish, but as time goes by, this is a big part of 
my time on the water. 
 

I can always use more ideas, feel free to contact me. 
If you have a suggestion about improving  Power Fi-
bers, drop me an email at the following email ad-
dress: power.fibers@bamboorodmaking.com 

Warning! 
 

Because many 
aspects of bam-
boo rodmaking 
bring the maker 
in contact with 
m a c h i n e r y , 
bladed tools, 
volatile chemi-
cals and gases, 
the editor and 
advisory board 
of Power Fibers 
ask you to exer-
cise the utmost 
caution when at-
tempting to build 
or mimic any de-
vices or activities 
mentioned in this 
magazine. 
 

Please have any 
devices you build 
and use in your 
shop checked by 
a safety profes-
sional before at-
tempting to use 
such devices.  
This is to guar-
antee your per-
sonal safety and 
that of others 
around you. 
 

If you choose to 
build any device 
or use any tech-
nique found in 
this magazine, 
you are doing so 
at your own risk. 
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Miramas Gathering 
Text and photos by Alessandro Brunelli 
Italian Bamboo Rod Makers Meeting with French colleagues for the first time in sunny Miramas 
South of France, in November 2008 

 
On Saturday and Sunday, the 15th 
and 16th of November 2008, a sunny 
but cold week-end because of a Mis-
tral wind blowing from the North, a 
group of 14 Italian bamboo rod mak-
ers all belonging to the IBRA asso-
ciation met with French colleague 
Pierre Perrot, the head of the local 
Miramas Fly Angling Club, along 
with his fellow members and others 
friends. They ranged from beginner 
or experienced bamboo rod makers 
to just curious going-to-be coming 
from other regions of France such as 
Aix-en-Provence and Lyon. It was a 

pleasure to meet again our French friends Paul Agostini and Christian Diacon, whom we met for 
the first time in Sansepolcro, Tuscany (Italy) in May 2008 at the recent gathering. The group of 
Italians was composed of (in random order) Gabriele Gori (IBRA President), Alberto Poratelli 
(IBRA co-president), Moreno Borriero IBRA PR and translator, Massimo Giuliani, Andrea Natale, 
Saverio Pandolfi (also a Slow Food instructor!), Luciano Oltolini, Ivano Rovigo, Alessandro 
Brunelli (myself, who extemporarily helped with some French translations), Claudio Testa and 
spouse, Alberto Azzoni (Head Editor of the IBRA Newsletter) and spouse, Silvio Bugalla and 
spouse. 
 
The meeting was a great success in 
all aspects: for establishing a link 
with IBRA and so the International 
community of European bamboo rod 
makers, for exchanging bamboo rod 
making experiences and procedures, 
for comparing and testing fly rods 
and for sharing emotions between 
two schools, one of which, the 
French School has a very long and 
memorable history.  
 
 
 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Gabriele Gori, IBRA President, do-
nated and signed the recent Italian 
book by Roberto  Pragl iola 
(“Wonders on Water” – “Magie 
sull’Acqua”, by Hoepli Edition, an 
excellent book destined to become a 
milestone in the fly fishing land-
scape) to Pierre Perrot. Pierre Perrot 
and Alberto Poratelli had exchanged 
bamboo rods, of their own making, a 
cavalry tradition which roots in cen-
turies of European History. A mov-
ing gesture, indeed.  
 
 

Gabriele Gori, an engineer by trade, presented his impressive theoretical study on bamboo rods ge-
ometry versus performance on the first day, while Alberto Poratelli presented his and Gabriele 
Gori's streamlined TM bamboo ferrule concept the following day. Our French friends showed us 
their rod making tools, and they shared with us their rod building moments. We particularly noticed 
their keen interest in making their own hardware parts such as Nickel-Silver ferrules and reel-seats. 
Claudio Testa on the other end impressed all of us by showing the agate guides he made himself in 
his home laboratory. Also, Luciano Oltolini showed beautiful wood-and-metal planing forms for 
quad rods he has started making. Luciano, a master cabinet maker, made this planing form in a few 
days only using old palisander wood he had been keeping.  
 
Our French friends were enthusiasts 
of the gathering which reportedly 
went beyond any expectations. A fly 
fishing gathering in the maritime 
Alps' Vendon river, South of France 
was scheduled for next summer in 
order for the two groups to meet 
again prior the Second European 
Gathering in Sarnen, Central Swit-
zerland, due for the Autumn of 2009. 
 
 
In the evening of the first day, a raf-
fle was held to end the workshop 
moment. Aperitif and dinner to-
gether finished the long day in the 
best way. 
 
 
On Sunday morning, after Alberto Poratelli's presentation on streamlined bamboo ferrules, we 

(Continued on page 10) 
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moved to a nearby pond for a casting session and then we rounded off the two days with a final 
lunch together. 

 
As for the leisure activities, really no 
time was left for them (at least for us 
men, spouses could visit nearby at-
tractions, villages and a spectacular 
Van Gogh lightshow in a former un-
derground cave), but we were lucky 
to happen in the midst of a local food 
fair and so in the evening of the first 
day we managed to have a taste for 
excellent cheese, escargots, French 
sausages, salami, sweets, local dishes 
and of course French wines and 
champagnes, not to mention Armag-
nac....  
 

South of France and the area of the Rhone delta where we were is an area with a large, flat and 
bright landscape. The fresh water and salt water mixing together give a unique pattern to the typical 
Mediterranean countryside that we will carry with us for a long time. 
 

60° / 90° Nodeless Splice Clamp 
 
I don’t know if you have ever tried to splice rough  
60° strips, but I could never get right. These 
clamps will self-align the splice and put even 
clamping pressure where it is needed. It’s as easy 
as splicing 90° sticks, which it will also do. 

Contact Don Schneider for more  
information & pricing: 

homes-sold@comcast.net Shown splicing a 60° Strip. 

mailto:homes-sold@comcast.net

